REGILDING THE CRESCENT
and weak Vizier, or vice versa, though now and
again we find cases of the yet more disastrous
accord between Palace and Porte for the more
effectual robbery of the people. Moreover every
student of Turkish history is familiar with
another fact that is little to the credit of Europe.
Although the other Sovereigns repeatedly remon-
strated with the Grand Seigneur and bade him
set his house in order, they invariably timed
their attacks on his dominions at the moment
when he was honestly endeavouring to carry out
the suggested reforms. Thus Selim IIL (1786-
1807) strove to free every department from
corruption, and Napoleon seized Egypt.
Mahmoud II. (1808-39), well named "The Re-
former," reigned as few Sultans have reigned
before or since. He put an end to the odious
tyranny of the janissaries, raised the social
status of his Christian subjects, strengthened
Turkish finance, promoted commerce and en-
couraged education. His reward was singular.
He lost Greece; saw his fleet annihilated at
Navarino. Russia took Georgia. France occu-
pied Algeria. Mehemet AH made himself master
of Syria. His son, Abd-ul-Mejid (1839-61),
father of Abd-ul-Hamid, accorded, in his famous
Hatt-i-Humayoun, many new privileges to
Christians throughout the empire. He was
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